Barren Island in the Andaman Sea, northeastern Indian Ocean, is India's only active volcano and the northernmost active volcano of the Andaman-Indonesian subduction zone. It has been highly active in its current eruptive cycle beginning in 1991. It typically shows Strombolian eruptions which produce basalt and basaltic andesite tephra as well as aa lava flows. This photograph from December 2010 shows the active scoria cone within a prehistoric caldera, producing an ash plume. The caldera walls, breached on the western side, expose outward-dipping lava flows and pyroclastic deposits which are undated as yet. Dark field on the lower right is the flow field of the historic (1787-1832) and Recent (1991 and younger) aa lavas that have filled the caldera and flowed into the sea. The scoria cone rises approximately 400 meters above sea level. Fine ash falling from a previous ash plume formed just a few minutes ago is visible in front of the camera. View is toward southeast. Photograph by Hetu Sheth, Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (hcsheth@iitb.ac.in). 
